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The Natural] History Museum of the 
ringing of birds under the Bird Migratio 
I974. The aim of the Project is to study 
birds; the origin of the wintering birds, the wintering grounds of the 
summer breeding visitors, the wintering and summering areas of the 
passage migrants, and as well to collect the vital statistics. 


in general the movement of 


Almost all ringing was conducted at Shafi (30.53N 47.31E) about 
60 km north of Basrah. In 1974 and 1975 the netting was done at a 
Sparrows Passer domesticus , in 


growing by the side of the Shatt- 
al-Arab river. During these two years about 20 days were spent for 


netting and ringing, and a total of 558 birds comprising 15 species 
were ringed (Table r). Regular netting could not be established in the 


above period for lack of experienced hands and 4 suitab 
continuous netting. 


le area for 

The ringing consists of collecting 
ring round the leg, and its subsequent release. Details of species, race, 
age, sex (if ascertainable), date, locality and other data such as 
weight, measurement of wing, notes on moult etc., are entered on 
schedules at the time of ringing. Each ring carries a number and the 


live bird, fixing an aluminium 
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Table 1. Birds ringed in South Iraq. 


1974 1975 Total 





Species 
1. Hirundo rustica 4 2 6 
2. Riparia riparia 9 r xO 
3. Motacilla alba o 2 2 
4- " flava 22 I 23 
5. Pyenonotus leucotis* a et SS 
6. Lanius collurio 4 I 5 
Luscinia svecica O 3 3 
Erithacus rubecula 2 I 3 
9. Turdoides altirostris* F 4 5 
IO. Acrocephalus arundinaceus 3 y 6 
Lh T scirpaceus ag E ud 
:2. Prinia gracilis* ! o I i 
13. Passer domesticus* 244 129 373 
I4. 3 moabiticus* O 3 3 
I5. Sturnus vulgaris i0 4r Sp 
| 558 


Those marked* are residents, the rest migrants. 


address of the Museum ‘BASRAH’ UNIV. N. H. MUS.-IRAQ'. The 
following are the affixes attached to numbers of different ring Sizes in 
use by us. 








Affix Inside diameter Affixk Inside diameter 
A 2.5 mm E 9.0 

B 3.5 F I2.0 

C 4.5 G I4.0 

D 6.5 H 16.0 


The Japanese made nylon mist-nets are used for collecting birds. 
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Recoveries of foreign ringed birds in Iraq and of our rings abroad 
will regularly be reported in this Bulletin. The annual report of the 
Bird Migration Study Project also will appear in the Bulletin. Persons 
interested in obtaining these reports may send their request to the 
Director. 


Ihose who recover our bird rings, or foreign rings inside Iraq are 
requested to send the recovery details in the following address : 
The Director, Natural History Museum, University of Basrah, Basrah, 
Iraq. 
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Moskwa D-705858 
Egretta garzetta 
Pullus 


Moskwa D-705875 
Egretta garzetta 
Pullus 


Moskwa D-837575 
Bubulcus ibis, or 
Egretta garzetta 
Pullus 


Moskwa D-838749 
Bubulcus ibis, or 
Egretta garzetta 
Pullus 


Tehran LL 6414 
Phoenicopterus ruber 
Pullus 


Fadhil Al-Joborae 
9 Jan. 1975 


23 June 1974 
Astrakhan State Nature 


Reserve, USSR 
46.00N 48.33E 30.37N 47.15E 

via Khalaf Al-Robaae 
?- Mar. 1976 

Amara, Iraq 

31.50N 47.09E 


23 June 1974 
Astrakhan State Nature 
Reserve, USSR 

46.00N 48.33E 


22 May 1975 Beddoon Antoush 
Kyzyl-Agach State Nature Nov.-Dec. 1975 
Reserve, Azerbaijan, USSRSeraifa, Basrah, Iraq 
39.00N 48.50E 31.14N 47.24E 

22 May 1975 via Khalaf Al-Robaae 
Kyzyl-Agach State Nature ?- Dec. 1975 
Reserve, Azerbaijan, USSR Amara, Iraq 

39.00N 48. 50E 31.50N 47.09E 


via Khalaf Al-Robaae 
3 Oct. 1975 

South Hor Hammar, 
Basrah, Iraq 

30.20N 47.30E 


25 Aug. 197? 

Ashk Isl., Lake Rezaiyeh 
Azarbaijan, Iran 

37.18N 45.35E 


— EB a 


shot 
time elapsed 6 months 20 


Aluwey, Hor Hammar, Iraq days 


distance covered €. 1900 km 


shot 

time elapsed €. 1 year 9 
months 

distance covered €. 1400 km 


shot 
time elapsed e 6 months 
di-tance covered €. 900 km 


shot 
time elapsed c. 7 months 
distance covered ¢. 800 km 


shot 
distance covered €. 750 km 
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